
MD/ NP refers patient to 

AC for biliary colics

Nurse evaluation

Positive Murphy sign 

and/or SBP <90mmHg 

and/or alteration of 

consciousness

Send patient to 

ER

Blood tests: CBC, ALT, AST, 

bilirubin, ALP, electrolytes, 

albumine,GGT, PT, lipase, 

CRP, BhCG.

WBC > 15 x 10⁹
ALT 38-73u/L 

and/or 

AST 42-81 u/L 

Results within 

reference ranges

ALT > 74 u/L 

and/or 

AST >82 u/L 

No/mild abdominal 

pain

Repeat blood tests

Abdominal pain 

> 5/10 for more 

than one hour 

daily

Send patient to 

ER

WBC > 15 x 10⁹ 
with abdominal pain 

> 5/10 for more than 

one hour daily

WBC < 15 x 10⁹ 
and no/mild 

abdominal pain

Transabdominal 

ultrasound

Send patient to 

ER

Nausea/vomiting and 

abdominal pain 

> 5/10 for more than 

one hour daily 

Bilirubine ↑  

and/or  

albumine ↑

Transabdominal 

ultrasound

No other 

abnormality

Transabdominal 

ultrasound

Normal ultrasound 

or other diagnostic

Ultrasound 

positive for biliary 

calculi

Ultrasound positive 

for biliary calculi and 

Murphy ultrasound 

sign positive

Radiologist reads ultrasound

Return to referring 

MD/ NP

Consultation in 

general surgery

Consultation in 

general surgery

WBC < 15 x 10⁹ with 

abdominal pain > 5/

10 for more than one 

hour daily

Transabdominal 

ultrasound

Professional: Nurse working at the Access Clinic 

of the CIUSSS de l’Ouest-de-l’île-de-Montréal

Targeted user: Patient referred by MD/ NP who 

is experiencing biliary colics

Indication: Answers all general admission criteria 

for the Access Clinic

Specific inclusion criteria: 

- Present signs of biliary colic

Prescription (optionnal): The Reffering 

MD/ NP is responsible to prescribe 

analgesics, anti-acids and anti-

inflammatories 

Specific exclusion criteria:

- Infection signs: Intense sweats, shivers, fever

- Intense pain for <12h, not alleviated by analgesics

- Active and known liver disease

- Severe hematologic disorder

- Patient taking immunosupressants

- Ascites

BILIARY COLIC
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Normal ultrasound but 

abdominal pain 

> 5/10 more than one 

hour daily

Consultation in 

general surgery

If unable to meet the delay for the 

consultation, the patient must be reassessed 

by the Access Clinic professional.

CLINICAL ALERT

If patient condition worsens at any 

time: 

Send patient to ER.

CLINICAL ALERT

Delay ≤ 24h

Delay =24h

(If delay cannot be 

respected,

 send to ER)

Delay ≤ 14 days Delay ≤ 7 days Delay ≤ 7 days Delay ≤ 14 days

Delay ≤ 7 days Delay ≤ 48h

Delay ≤ 24h

Delay ≤ 14 days

Delay ≤ 24h


	Algo_biliary colic juin 2021_ENG.vsd
	Page 1


